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at the centre of bartók s œuvre are his string quartets which are generally acknowledged as some of the most significant

pieces  of  20th  century  chamber  music  this  book  examines  these  remarkable  works  from a  range  of  theoretical  and

methodological perspectives

beethoven s string quartets form one of the most intimate and revealing sections of his output giving a full and varied picture

of his musical personality this study of the quartets by philip radcliffe first published by hutchinson university in 1965 was

reissued by cambridge university press in 1978 each work is examined in detail describing the development of beethoven s

style a method that highlights the very strong individuality that remained unimpaired throughout the composition of these

quartets they are compared with beethoven s other music and with the string quartets of composers before and since this is a

book which has proved itself to be of continuing value to the student of music at school and university level and to the general

reader

is there a moment in history when a work receives its ideal interpretation or is negotiation always required to preserve the past

and accommodate the present the freedom of interpretation charles rosen suggests in these sparkling explorations of music

and literature exists in a delicate balance with fidelity to the identity of the original work rosen cautions us to avoid doctrinaire

extremes when approaching art of the past to understand shakespeare only as an elizabethan or jacobean theatergoer would

understand him or to modernize his plays with no sense of what they bring from his age deforms the work making it less
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ambiguous and inherently less interesting for a work to remain alive it must change character over time while preserving a

valid witness to its earliest state when twentieth century scholars transformed mozart s bland idealized nineteenth century

image into that of a modern revolutionary expressionist they paradoxically restored the reputation he had among his eighteenth

century contemporaries mozart became once again a complex innovator challenging to perform and to understand drawing on

a  variety  of  critical  methods  rosen  maintains  that  listening  or  reading  with  intensity  for  pleasure  is  the  one  activity

indispensable for full  appreciation it  allows us to experience multiple possibilities in literature and music and to avoid

recognizing only the revolutionary elements of artistic production by reviving the sense that works of art have intrinsic merits

that bring pleasure we justify their continuing existence

in strong on music vera brodsky lawrence uses the diaries of lawyer and music lover george templeton strong as a jumping off

point from which to explore every aspect of new york city s musical life in the mid nineteenth century this third and final

volume ranges across opera orchestral and chamber music blackface minstrels military bands church choirs and even concert

saloons among the many striking scenes vividly portrayed in repercussions are the rapturous reception of verdi s ballo in

maschera in 1861 the impact of the civil war on new york s music scene from theaters closing as their musicians enlisted to

the performance of the star spangled banner at every possible occasion and open air concerts in the developing central park

throughout lawrence mines a treasure trove of primary source materials including daily newspapers memoirs city directories

and architectural drawings indispensable for scholars repercussions will also fascinate music fans with its witty writing and

detailed descriptions of the cultural life of america s first metropolis formerly a concert pianist vera brodsky lawrence spent the

last third of her life as a historian of american music she died in 1996 she was editor of the piano works of louis moreau

gottschalk and the complete works of scott joplin on volume 1 a marvelous book there is nothing like it in the literature of
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american music harold c schonberg new york times book review on volume 2 a monumental achievement victor fell yellin

opera quarterly
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